


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































534 Reviews 

language. This heautiful editiO'n merely whets the appetite O'f the histO'rian 
O'f PO'litical and SO'cial thO'ught; we can O'nly wish that PrO'fessO'r Sahine 
might give us mO're such. �~�i�n�c�e� there can he nO'thing hut praise fO'r the 
editiO'n prO'per, the review can O'nlyhe cO'ncerned with PrO'fessO'r Sahine's 
intrO'ductiO'n which O'fIers an interpretatiO'n in O'ne respect different frO'm 
that O'f Mr. PetegO'rsky. The issue hetween PrO'fessor Sahine and Mr. 
PetegO'rsky is, hll'iefly, O'ver whether Winstanley's theO'ry was religiO'us O'r 
secular. The prO'hlem is nO't merely academic, but O'f paramO'unt PO'litical 
significance. Yet befO're we can indicate O'ur O'wn PO'sitiO'n, it WO'uid be 
wise tO' have sO'me clarity as tO' what we understand by a religiO'us theO'ry 
of society and politics. We must not deduce from the language employed by 
a theO'rist the cO'ntent and structure O'f his dO'ctrine. The language might 
be religiO'us. Arguments might be taken liberally frO'm the Old O'r the New 
Testament, the terminO'IO'gy might be cO'mpletely biblical. The language used 
WO'uid shO'W a great deal O'f the temper O'f the periO'd and perhaps O'f the 
educatiO'n O'f the writer, but little O'f the structure O'f his theO'ry. RevO'lu­
tiO'nary theO'ries especially are O'ften clO'thed in the garb O'f antiquity, and 
the mO'st ratiO'nalistic naturallawyers read like cO'mmentaries tO' the Bible and 
the classics. 

NO'r is it the religiO'us mO'tive that makes a theO'ry religiO'us. There 
is nO' dO'ubt, as PrO'fessO'r Sabine makes ahundantly clear, that Winstanley's 
impetus was religiO'us. WithO'ut the liberating fO'rce O'f the RefO'rmatiO'n, 
his PO'litical and SO'cial theO'ry. WO'uid nO't have beeil PO'ssible. Many purely 
secular writers are animated by nO'ble religiO'us sentiments, and yet religiO'us 
dO'c;trines dO' nO't cO'nstitute the kernel O'f their theO'ries. 

What alO'ne can be judged, therefO're, is the kernel O'f the theO'ry. And 
this kernel is sO'lely the view held as tO' man's nature. If a theO'ry main­
tains with the CathO'lic, and still mO're, with PrO'testant theolO'gians, that 
man is by nature cO'rrupt, that his wickedness is nO't the prO'duct .O'f sO'ciety 
but O'f his inner nature (his O'riginal sin), then such theO'ry is purely 
religiO'us. Applying this standard, we must call Winstanley a secular theO'rist. 
"I speak nO't in relatiO'n between ·the O'PpreSsO'r and the O'Ppressed; the 
inward bO'ndages 1 meddle nO't with in this place, thO'ugh 1 am assured that 
if it be rightly searched intO', the inward bO'ndages O'f the mind, as cO'vetO'us­
ness, pride, hypocrisy, envy, sO'rrO'w, fears, desperatiO'n and .madness are a11 
O'ccasiO'ned by the O'utward bO'ndage that O'ne sO'rt O'f peO'ple lay upon anO'ther." 
This remarkable statement frO'm "The Law O'f FreedO'm" is quO'ted in PrO'fessO'r 
Sabine's intrO'ductiO'n-tO' indicate a "shift O'f emphasis." 1 believe it tO' 
represent a mO'st cO'mplete break with Calvinism and �P�r�o�t�e�s�t�a�n�t�i�~�m� in all its 
fO'rms. Let us add that Winstanley is O'Pposed tO' the millenarianism O'f the 
Fifth MO'narchy Men, that he rejects religiO'us teaching in schO'O'Is, that he 
identifies the practice of the clergy with witchcraft-and we are fO'rced tO' the 
cO'nclusiO'n that the very religiO'us incentive has transcended the cO'nfines 
O'f a religiO'us theO'ry and turned intO' a secular revO'lutiO'nary theO'ry. 

This change in a man whO' had no educatiO'n, and whO' was O'ften incO'n­
sistent, represents O'ne O'f the mO'st remarkable mO'ments in the develO'pment 
O'f PO'litical and SO'cial thought and makes the endeavO'urs tO' clarify his 
PO'sitiO'n and edit his tracts dO'ubly necessary. There is sO'mething O'f Marsilius 

.O'f Padua and O'f mO'dern sO'cialism in Winstanley, a fact which shO'uld give 
him a much better place in the histO'ry O'f PO'litical thO'ught than he has held 
before. 

FRANZ NEUMANN (New YO'rk). 
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White, Leslie A. (Editor), Pioneers in American Anthro· 
pology: The Bandelier.Morgan Letters, 1873· 
1 883. Coronado Cuarto Centennial Publications, 1540·1940. The Uni· 
versity of New Mexico Press. Albuquerque 1940. (2 vols., xv and 272 
pp.; viii and 257 pp.) 

The editor and publishers of these illuminating letters from Adolph E. 
Bandelier to Lewis H. Morgan have put not only specialists of the history of 
Spanish·America in their debt, but all students of culture history. For they 
contain the one way evidence (Morgan's letters have not been discovered) 
of the decisive inßuence of Morgan on Bandelier which caused hini to rein· 
terpret Mexican history in terms of the democratic pattern which the former 
had found among the Iroquois. In the 163 letters one can trace the various 
stages of Bandelier's discipleship, until he became an all out proponent of 
Morgan's views against his many critics. The lettere are rieh with ethno· 
logical fact and interpretation, not to speak of the very interesting light they 
throw upon the early history of American anthropology through the per· 
sonal trials and tribulations of this pioneer anthropologist. 

The editor of the letters is known for his defense of value of Morgan's 
contribution to anthropology. Yet in presenting the letters to the reading 
public, he takes occasion, in a long introduction, to evaluate the Morgan· 
Bandelier interpretation of aboriginal Mexican history and finds it wanting. 
He does so not on the basis of his own field research or by analysis of the 
original Spanish documentary sources. He rather finds refutation of their 
position in the evidence presented by Bandelier and Morgan themselves. The 
controversy is significant for it is relevant to the moot question of the origin 
of the state, the relationship between what Morgan called societas, in which 
society is based on kinship, and civitas, in 'which other thankinship factors 
are the primary determinants of human relationships. 

It was Morgan's position that all aboriginal American societies were 
democratic at the time of their discovery, that nowhere had culture devel· 
oped beyond the stage of societas. Bandelier originally held that the Mexi· 
cans and Peruvians had developed a social organization which differed in 
kind from other American tribes, and he gave credence to the accounts of 
the Spanish writers who were regarded by Morgan as unreliable. 

White argues that Bandelier erred in yielding to Morgan. He finds the 
evidence of the existence of gentes (Unilateral relationships) obscure; con· 
tends that their presence would not in itself have proven that the structure 
of the society was democratic; presents citations from Bandelier showing 
that a person's status and role in ancient Mexican society was not deter· 
mined by kinshipbut by the possession or lack of property, and to some 
extent by the territory in which he lived. He thus concludes that public 
relations among the ancient Mexicans were economic rather than personal 
in character; that kinship relationships were subordinated in important re· 
spects to commodity or property relationships. Since this is the distinguish. 
ing feature of the civitas, as defined by Morgan, his judgment ie that Mor· 
gan, and Bandelier following him, were wrong in their characterization of 
Mexican society at the time of the conquest. What is needed now before 
final judgment can be given is a further analysis of the Spanish sources 
themselves, which has not been done since Bandelier, except for a limited 
though valuable study by Paul Radin. 

BERNHARD J. STERN (New York). 
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