









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Reviews 535

White, Leslie A. (Editor), Pioneers in American Anthro-
pology: The Bandelier-Morgan Letters, 1873-
1883. Coronado Cuarto Centennial Publications, 1540-1940. The Uni-
versity of New Mexico Press. Albuquerque 1940. (2 vols., xv and 272
pp.; viii and 257 pp.) '

The editor and publishers of these illuminating letters from Adolph E.
Bandelier to Lewis H. Morgan have put not only specialists of the history of
Spanish-America in their debt, but all students of culture history. For they
contain the one way evidence (Morgan’s letters have not been discovered)
of the decisive influence of Morgan on Bandelier which caused him to rein-
terpret Mexican history in terms of the democratic pattern which the former
had found among the Iroquois. In the 163 letters one can trace the various
stages of Bandelier’s discipleship, until he became an all out proponent of
Morgan’s views against his many critics. The letters are rich with ethno-
logical fact and interpretation, not to speak of the very interesting light they
throw upon the early history of American anthropology through the per-
sonal trials and tribulations of this pioneer anthropologist.

The editor of the letters is known for his defense of value of Morgan’s
contribution to anthropology. Yet in presenting the letters to the reading
public, he takes occasion, in a long introduction, to evaluate the Morgan-
Bandelier interpretation of aboriginal Mexican history and finds it wanting.
He does so not on the basis of his own field research or by analysis of the
original Spanish documentary sources. He rather finds refutation of their
position in the evidence presented by Bandelier and Morgan themselves. The
controversy is significant for it is relevant to the moot question of the origin
of the state, the relationship between what Morgan called societas, in which
society is based on kinship, and civitas, in which other than kinship factors
are the primary determinants of human relationships.

It was Morgan’s position that all aboriginal American societies were
democratic at the time of their discovery, that nowhere had culture devel-
oped beyond the stage of societas. Bandelier originally held that the Mexi-
cans and Peruvians had developed a social organization which differed in
kind from other American tribes, and he gave credence to the accounts of
the Spanish writers who were regarded by Morgan as unreliable.

White argues that Bandelier erred in yielding to Morgan. He finds the
evidence of the existence of gentes (unilateral relationships) obscure; con-
tends that their presence would not in itself have proven that the structure
of the society was democratic; presents citations from Bandelier showing
that a person’s status and role in ancient Mexican society was not deter-
mined by kinship but by the possession or lack of property, and to some
extent by the territory in which he lived. He thus concludes that public
relations among the ancient Mexicans were economic rather than personal
in character; that kinship relationships were subordinated in important re-
spects to commodity or property relationships. Since this is the distinguish-
ing feature of the civitas, as defined by Morgan, his judgment is that Mor-
gan, and Bandelier following him, were wrong in their characterization of
Mexican society at the time of the conquest. What is needed now before
final judgment can be given is a further analysis of the Spanish sources
themselves, which has not been done since Bandelier, except for a limited
though valuable study by Paul Radin.

BERNHARD J. STERN (New York).
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